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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1. (Previously presented) A data output apparatus, comprising: 

a preference score vote receiving uiiit receiving a vote of preference score of output data 
representing a degree of preference; 

a preference score counting unit counting the vote of preference score received by said 
preference score vote receiving unit; 

an output unit outputting data; and 

a switch destination data determining unit determining a switch destination of data being 
output by said output unit, based on a result of counting by said preference score counting unit, 
wherein 

said switch destination data determining unit determines probability of data to be said 
svdtch destination such that data of high preference score has high probability, based on the 
result of counting of the preference score by said preference score counting unit. 

2. (Previously presented) The data output apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 

said switch destination data determining unit forms a switch order such that data of which 
probability to be said sv^tch destinatipn is determined to be high appears more frequently, based 
on the result of counting of the preference score by said preference score counting unit. 

3. (Previously presented) A data output apparatus, comprising: 

a preference score vote receiving unit receiving a vote of preference score of output data 
representing a degree of preference; 

a preference score counting unit counting the vote of preference score received by said 
preference score vote receiving unit; 

an output unit outputting data; and a switch destination data determining unit 
determining a switch destination of data being output by said output unit, based on a result of 
counting by said preference score counting unit; wherein 
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said switch destination data detennining unit determines probability of data to be said 
switch destination such that data of low preference score has high probability, based on the result 
of counting of the preference score by said preference score counting unit. 

4. (Previously presented) The data output apparatus according to claim 3, wherein 

said switch destination data determining unit forms a switch order such that data of which 

probability to be said switch destination is detemiined to be high appears more frequently, based 
on the result of counting of the preference score by said preference score counting unit. 

5. (Previously presented) A data output apparatus, comprising: 

a preference score vote receiving uiiit receiving a vote of preference score of output data 
representing a degree of preference; 

a preference score counting unit counting the vote pf preference score received by said 

preference score vote receiving unit; 
an output unit outputting data; 

a switch destination data determining unit determining a switch destination of data being 
output by said output unit, based on a result of counting by said preference score counting unit; 
and 

a preference score limit setting unit setting a lower limit of preference score; wherein 
said switch destination data determining unit determines data having higher preference 
score than said lower limit set by said preference score limit setting unit to be said switch 
destination, based on the result of counting by said preference score counting unit. 

6. (Previously presented) A data output apparatus, comprising: 

a preference score vote receiving unit receiving a vote of preference score of output data 
representing a degree of preference; 

a preference score counting unit counting the vote of preference score received by said 
preference score vote receiving unit; 

an output unit outputting data; 
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a switch destination data determining unit detemiining a switch destination of data being 
output by said output mat, based on a result of counting by said preference score counting unit; 
and 

a preference score limit setting unit setting a higher limit of preference score; wherein 
said switch destination data deteimining unit determines datat haying lower preference 
score than said higher limit set by said prefereince score limit settirig unit to be said switch 
destination, based on the result of cQuntiiig by said preference score counting unit. 

7. (Previously presented) A data output apparatus, comprising: 

a preference score vote receiving unit receiving a vote of preference score of output data 
representing a degree of preference; 

a preference score counting unit counting the vote of preference score received by said 
preference score vote receiving unit; 

an output unit outputting data; 

a switch destination data determining unit determining a switch destination of data being 
output by said output unit, based on a result of counting by said preference score counting unit; 
and 

a new arrival information obtaining unit obtaining new arrival information; wherein 
said switch destination data deterniining unit determines, when said new arrival 

information is obtained by said new arrival information obtaining unit, said new arrival 

information to be said switch destination. 

8. (Previously presented) The data output apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 

said preference score vote receiving unit is capable of receiving a plurality of votes in 
accordance viith degree of preference for one said output data. 

9. (Previously presented) The data output apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 

said preference score vote receiving unit receives a vote of degree of preference including 
a negative vote respresenting low preference. 
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10. (Previously presented) The data output apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
said preference score vote receiving unit receives a vote of degree of preference for the 

data being output at present by said output unit. 

1 1 . (Previously presented) The 4?ita output apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
said preference score vote receiving imit simultaneously receives a vote pf degree of 

preference for data other than data for which a vote has been received, including same attribute 

as said data for which a vote has been received. 

12. (Previously presented) The data ou^ut apparatus according to claim 1, further 
comprising a counting result reset unit resetting the result of counting by said preference score 
counting imit 

13. (Previously presented) The data output apparatus according to claim 1, comprising: 
in place of said preference score vote receiving unit, an output time rneasuring unit 

measuring time of data output; wherein 

said preference score counting unit counts data preference score based on the output time 
measured by said output time measuring unit. 

14. (Cancelled) 

1 5. (Previously presented) The data output apparatus according to claiml, wherein 

said output unit succe^siyely performs a process of switching and outputting the data that 
is being output at present and data as said switch destination different from said data that is being 
output at present. 

16. (Previously presented) A data output apparatus, comprising: 

a preference score vote receiving unit receiving a vote of preference score of output data 
representing a degree of preference; 
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a preference score counting unit counting the vote of preference score received by said 
preference score vote receiving unit; 
an output unit outputting data; 

a switch destination data determining unit deterruiriing a switch destination of data beirig 
output by said output unit, bascid on a result of counting by said preference score counting unit; 
and 

a data output time determining unit detennining tim? of datgi output by said output unit; 

wherein 

said output unit performs the process of switching and outputting the data that is being 
output at present and data as said switch destination different from said data that is being output 
at present, every time the time determined by said output time determining unit has passed. 

17. (Previously presented) The data output apparatus according to claim 16. wherein 
said data output time determining unit determines said time of data output by said output 

unit based on the result of counting preference score by said preference score counting unit. 

18. (Previously presented) The data output apparatus according to claim 17, wherein 
said data output time determining unit determines output time of data having higher 

preference score to be longer, based on the result of counting preference score by said preference 
score counting unit. 

19. (Previously presented) The data output apparatus according to claim 17, wherein 
said data output time determining unit determines outpiit time of data haying lower 

preference score to be longer, based on the result of counting preference score by said preference 
score counting unit. 

20. (Previously presented) A control apparatus communicating with a data output 
apparatus for controlling said data output apparatus, comprising: 
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a preference score vote receiving unit receiving a vote of preference score of output data 
representing a degree of preference; 

a preference score counting unit counting the vote of preference score received by said 
preference score vote receiving unit; 

a switch destination data determimng unit for determining a switch destination of data 
that is being output by said d^ta output apparatus, based on a result of counting by said 
preference score counting unit; and 

an output unit outputting to said data outpiit apparatus a control signal for switching data 
to be output by said output apparatus from the data that is being output at present to data as said 
switch destination different from said data that is being putput; wherein 

said switch destination data determining unit determines probability of data to be said 
switch destination such that data of high preference score has high probability, based on the 
result of counting of the preference score by said preference score counting unit 

21. (Previously presented) A data output method, comprising: 

the preference score voting step of receiving a yote of preference score of output data 
representing degree of preference; 

the preference score counting step of counting ssad vote of preference score; 

the switch destination data determining step of determining a switch destination of data 
that is being output, based on the result of counting of said preference score; and 

the data switching step of switching the output data from the data that is being output to 
data as said switch destination different from the data that is being output; wherein 

in said switch destination data detepnining step, prpbability of data to be said sv^dtch 
destination is detennined suph that data of high preference score has high proba,bility, based on 
the result of counting of the preference score in said preference score counting step. 

22. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium, storing a set of instructions, 
executed by a processor. data output program product causing a computer to performe xeeute a 
data output method, the method comprising: 
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the preference score voting step of receiving a vote of preference score of output data 
representing degree of preference; 

the preference score counting step of counting said vote of preference score ; 

the switch destination data determining step of determining a switch destination of data 
that is being output, based on the result of counting of said preference score; and 

the data switching step of switching the output data from the data that is being output to 
data as said switch destination different from the data that is being output; wherein 

in said switch destination data determining step, probability of data to be said switch 
destination is determined such that data of high preference score has high probability, based on 
the result of coimting of the preference score in said preference score counting step. 

23. (Previously presented) A control apparatus communicating with a data output 
apparatus for controlling said data output apparatus, comprising: 

a preference score vote receiving unit receiving a vote of preference score of output data 
representing a degree of preference; 

a preference score counting unit coimting the vote of preference score received by said 
preference score vote receiving unit; 

a switch destination data determining unit for determining a switch destination of data 
that is being output by said data output apparatus, based on a result of counting by said 
preference score counting imit; and 

an output unit outputting to said data output apparatus a control signal for switching data 
to be output by said output apparatus from the data that is being output at present to data as said 
switch destination different from said data that is being output; wherein 

said switch destination data determining unit determines probability of data to be said 
switch destination such that data of low preference score has high probability, based on the result 
of counting of the preference score by said preference score counting imit. 
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24. (Previously presented) A data output method, comprising: 

the preference score voting step of receiving a vote of preference score of output data 
representing degree of preference; 

the preference score counting step of counting said vote of preference score; 

the switch destination data determining step of determining a switch destination of data 
that is being output, based on the result of counting of said preference score; and 

the data switching step of switching the output data from the data that is being output to 
data as said switch destination different from the data that is being output; wherein 

in said switch destination data determining step, probability of data to be said switch 
destination is determined such that data of lo\y preference score has high probability, based on 
the result of counting of the preference score in said preference score counting step. 

25. (Previously presented) A data output program product causing a computer to 
execute a data output method, the method comprising: 

the preference score voting step of receiving a vote of preference score of output data 
representing degree of preference; 

the preference score counting step of counting said vote of preference score; the svdtch 
destination data determining step of determining a switch destination of data that is being 
output, based on the result of counting of said preference score; and 

the data switching step of switching the output data from the data that is being output to 
data as said switch destination different from the data that is being output; wherein 
in said switch destination data determining step, probability of data 

to be said switch destination is determined such that data of low 

preference score has high probability, based on the result of counting of 

the preference score in said preference score counting step. 
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26. (New) The data output apparatus of claim 1, wherein, upon receipt of a media 
data switch request, 

the switch destination data determining unit determines the switch destination of 
data based on the result of counting by the preference score counting unit and 

the output unit outputs data based on the determined switch destination of data. 

27. (New) The data output apparatus of claim 1, further comprising: 

a storing unit storing the switch destination detemiined by the switch destinatipii media 
data determining unit, 

wherein upon receipt of a media data switch request, the output unit outputs data by an 
incremental change in a chaimel based on the stored 

28. (New) The data output apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the vote of preference score 
is received as a result of a user's voting operation. 
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